Del Mar College Corner

The Del Mar ASL & Interpreting Program will hold an Open
House on Tuesday, March 2, from 2:00 pm to 7:00 pm. The
Open House will be on the West Campus, Health Science 2
Building on the second floor (Rooms 226, 227, 230) We
invite our community to come see what we are doing and
how you can also be involved. For more information contact
Lucy James at 361-698-2813 or |james@delmar.edu.
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Employment Tip of the Month
9 Things To Do When Your ldentity Is Stolen

You might find out that you've been a victim of identity theft through a
call from a collection agency claiming you have a debt or if you were
denied a credit due to a poor credit score. It's estimated that as many as
12 million Americans fall victims of identity theft each year. Here are the
steps you need to take as soon as you discover that you are part of the
above statistics.

1. Notify one of the Credit Reporting Companies, Experian, Equifax, or
TransUnion that you are a victim of identity theft. When you notify one,
it will notify the other two for you.

2. Establish fraud alerts.

1. A fraud alert means that every time a creditor wants to check your
credit report, it will need to call you. A fraud alert will be effective
for 90 days.

3. Instruct the credit bureaus to block information about the fraudulent
accounts from future reports.

4. Also ask them to remove inquiries that appeared due to fraudulent
requests.

5. Credit bureaus also allow you to request a freezing of your credit
report which means no one will be able to access it. The security freeze
is free to victims of identity theft in most states.

6. Report the crime to your local police department and FTC (Federal
Trade Commission)

7. If your credit report shows fraudulent accounts, contact the creditors
and notify them of the identity theft.

8. If a hill collector contacted you regarding a fraudulent account, inform
it that you are a victim of identity theft, and ask for their address. You
will need to send them a fraud affidavit that will tell that you are not
responsible for the account and that account needs to be closed.

9. Check if you are missing any ATM or Credit Cards. If yes,

report the lost cards to your creditors.

To avoid being a victim of identity theft, know how your personal
information could be stolen and exercise caution when displaying,
publishing, and otherwise giving out your private data.

How your information might get into the wrong hands.
-Your mail could be stolen from a mailbox
-If you don’t have a habit of shredding sensitive information before
putting into trash, your bank statements might be available to a
“dumpster diver.”
-Lost or stolen wallets, credit and ATM cards.
-Trojan horses and other viruses might steal information from your
computer.
-Your personal data might be stolen from a company you have
business with.
-Other pieces of information such as your phone number, date of
birth, and address might be picked up from social network
websites such as Facebook, Bebo, MySpace, hi5 and others.
For more information on how to deal with identity theft visit
http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/idtheft.

Do You Want to Be A Millionaire Game
Are you Deaf or Hard of Hearing?
Are you Working or Looking for a Job?
March 10th, 2:00 to 5:00 pm
The Deaf and Hard of Hearing Center.

This is an interactive Millionaire
e S B game about ADA and the
15 %1

workplace. It is free to attend with
door prizes for the winners. (no cash)
Refreshments will be provided.

The Millionaire Game is presented
by: Alma Bebee, Deafness Resource
Specialist and Lorri Hill, Programs

Director.

American Sign Language Interpreters and
CART/Communication Access Real Time
Translation will be provided. If other
accommodations are needed, please call
Sarah Burnside at 1-866-993-1154 by Friday
March 5th.

Parents with Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Children Day Picnic
Where: The Deaf and Hard of Hearing Center, 5151 McArdle
Date and Time: March 6th, Noon to 3:00 pm
Come and meet other parents and share your experiences as a
parent of a Deaf or Hard of Hearing child and learn what you
can do to become an effective advocate for your child.

Highlights for the day will be:

- Set up a new support group

- Find out new resources

- Express your needs

Speakers are: Alma Bebee, Deafness
Resource Specialist and Linda Lugo Hill,
Education Teacher.

American Sign Language Interpreters and CART/Communication Access Real
Time Translation will be provided. If other accommodations are needed, please
call Sarah Burnside at 1-866-993-1154 by March 3rd. Contact Alma Bebee at
361-288-5753 VP, 361-993-1154 V/TTY or 1-866-993-1154. Linda Lugo Hill at
866-971-0168 VP

Hot dogs will be provided, bring a side dish to
share if you wish, please RSVP by March 5th.

Deafness Resource Specialist Program funded by a grant from DARS -
Office for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services (DHHS)

CapTel 800i

Callers dial your phone number
directly when you use the new
CapTel 800i captioned telephone.
It combines the convenience of a
telephone with the text
capabilities of the Internet,
showing you helpful captions
during your phone conversations.
You will need: a telephone service and high-speed

| automatically connects to every call via the telephone’s

. internet connection. Besides the feature of calling you

1 direct other features of the 800i are: Captions can be

| turned on/off as needed. Adjustable font sizes and colors
' and offers a phone book to store up to 95+ names.

I To see how the CapTel 800i works visit

! http://www.captel.com/video-why-captel.php or visit our
1 demonstration center.

http://www. clearsounds.com
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Help Us Hear (HUH)

For more information concerning the topics below, hearing loss sensitivity training, communication
strategies, or assistive technology, please contact Judy Kurz, Hearing Loss Resource Specialist at (361) 993-1154
or judykurz@deaf-hh.org. Hearing Loss Resource Specialist Program funded by DARS Office for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services

Hero for Hearing

Debbie Verburgt is adjusting to
her new hearing aid. Debbie is
a newly elected board member
| on the Deaf and Hard of Hear-
)| ing Center Board.

Coming in April the HUH Support Group will provide a
presentation on Meniere’s Disease. The presentation will
provide valuable information about Meniere’s Disease and
its effects on hearing loss. Be sure to mark your
calendars for April 10th.

Hearing Loss Seminar
Monday, March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 at 10:30 a.m.

Information about : FREE telephones and head sets, STAP,
Department of Assistive and Rehabilitative Services, Area
Agency on Aging benefits, financial assistance benefits for hear-
ing aids and coping with your hearing loss. Register by calling
the DHHC at 361- 993-1154.

TSID: Local Chapter Training
Presented by

Rita Wedgeworth, TSID President and

Sherri Roberts, BVID Representative

Date and Time: Saturday, March 6 9:00 am to 3:30 pm
Where: DMC-W Health Science-2 room#203 (ASL classroom)
Howv: Via the use of Go To Meeting

Who: All TSID Local Chapter Board members, general
chapter members and anyone interested in future
professional organization leadership.

Cost: $5.00 for lunch

Workshop Description: This workshop will serve as a tool
to assist local chapters in developing and maintaining a
functional and thriving board. If you are interested in
registering for this workshop, please send an email to
ccid_interpreters@yahoo.com.

This workshop has been approved for .6 BEI and RID CEU’s. TSID is
an approved RID CMP Sponsor for Continuing Education activities.
This Professional Studies program is offered for .6 CEU’s at the
Little/None Knowledge Level.
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Deaf and Hard of Hearing Community Services
Do you know what services are provided in your
community? Every month we will provide information in a
section of the newsletter to let you know of various types of
services that could be valuable in everyday living.

Social Security Income (SS1)

What do they do?

SSI can give you monthly checks to help you pay for your:
Rent, food, clothing, and other things you may need.

How can You contact them?

Call 1-800-772-1213 (TTY: 1-800-325-0778 or go online to
find your local SSI office at: www.socialsecurity.gov.
What do You bring to your appointment?

-Social Security Card

-Birth Certificate for proof of age and citizenship

-Proof of income, in any (paycheck)

-Proof of resources (other services you get, for example,
Medicaid)

-Proof of where you live (lease, rent agreement)

-Work history

When do you need to contact SSI?

-When there is a change in your home address

-When you start to make money or when your salary
changes.
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A big ‘thank you’ to all those who
help support The Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Center!

In Kind Donations:
William & Evelyn Floerke
Office Chair

Monetary Donations:
SECC Coastal Bend
CBCFC

Memorial Donations:
Dr. and Mrs. Larry Tiller
In memory of Jack Fite

Coastal Bend Silent Club
St. Patrick Party

Date and Time: March 13th, 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm.

A special thanks to Mary Randolph for her expertise in
providing income tax services through the VITA
program. This program was provided through the
United Way of Coastal Bend.

Location: The Deaf and Hard of Hearing Center

5151 McArdle
% Social ~ Prizes ~ Games %

Be sure and wear something green, if not you will be fined $1.00

Admission fees: Food:

Non-members - $3.00 Sodas .50 cents

Members - $2.00 Bottle Water $1.00

Senior Citizens - $1.00 Please bring a snack or appe-
Children under 10 - Free tizer for the party.

If you have any questions about CBSC contact Jon Manning at
crazymanning@yahoo.com.
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Linda Gau
10:00 am Rodney Hamilton
SSS Arline Hess
Jimmy Hollowell
5:00 pm Brenda Koepp
6:30 pm Board of Judy Kurz
ASL Classes Trustees Mtg. Ramiro Loera
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b Congratulations
N Gloria Villarreal received MVA (Most Valuable
& Associate) Award 2009 from Kohl's
l‘ Department Store. Gloria has a profound

hearing loss and has been working for Kohl's
DHHC Wish List_Plastic Forks, Spoons, Knives, Eng-
lish and Math Books, Desk Chairs, Trash can liners,

Summer Voyage Planning Session
Date: March 5th
Time: 4:30 pm to 6:30

Deaf and Hard Hearing students are
welcome to come and plan for the
upcoming Summer Voyage session. Sean Hill, chairperson,
will discuss the upcoming Summer Voyage to be held in June.
If you would like to meet with the group and share your ideas
meet at Peter Piper Pizza, the corner of McArdle and Staples.

. Up Coming Fundraising Event
> ~ Casino Night —

The Deaf and Hard of Hearing Center will

host their annual Casino Night of fun and

games. Featured games:
Black Jack~ Texas Hold’'em ~ Craps ~ Beat the Dealer ~ Slot Machines

Look for more information in the April newsletter about this fun
night.

OPEN CAPTIONED MOVIE

“1t's Complicated”
March 14th &15th
For more captioned movies go online at www.cinemark.com
click “What’s New” then click “Captioned Movies”.
Check local theaters for scheduled times.

South Texas Lighthouse Employee
Honored in Austin

Congratulations and a special recognition
to Tina Gonzalez. Tina received the 2009
Artie Lee Hinds Award, an honor presented
to a blind employee who works within the
state use program. Tina is legally blind and
deaf, has been with South Texas
Lighthouse for more than nine years. Tina
is a true team player and a valuable
member to her team and her supervisor,
Mary Givens, says she has every confidence in Tina and her ability to
complete tasks accurately and in a timely manner. Tina was presented
with a certificate and received $100 for her nomination at the TIBH
dinner in Austin on October 27, 2009. Congratulations on a well
deserved honor.




